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Notes FrolD aMad Man 

"The anU-lIIodernlat la fundamentally
 
mad, no matter how eleverly he trles
 
to oonoeal lt".
 

Eduoatlon ~ !h! !!! Amerlea
 

I am an unoommltted mano 1 auffer from anomle, 

and quake ln terror 01' the great organlza,~na that retuae 

to underatand. Even"a deoent aoolety, auoh aa oura",' 

ha. lmpoaed dea th on mlll10na 01' soul. alm1lar to m1..lf. 

Deeent? ierhapa, but woe to that tradltonal.~~.,~~ao 

lmpoBslble to tul1'lll, yet ao movlng ln ooneeptlon. No. 

'1'0 lt I am oOlDlllltteds to thoae 1deala thatI lnalat aoolet1 

ahall Btrlve to aohl.ve; to justloe, ln splte 01' an unjuat 

world; to the examlned llre, ln splte 01' a llte 01' lnaenaate 

aatlatlonj to goodneas damned ln the faoe of evll. It la not 

enough that a aoolety "fioea ~.. 2s that la no auooeaa, for 

& 80etet1 ought to work rlghtly. It should be lubrlcated, 

not only by lmperaonal Pl'ln8tple. 01' aoolal etflo1ency, but 

by a pervadlng seuae 01' personal dlgnlty, humanen.s s , justl0.' 

and culture--ln thelr f'ullest 

Robbie McClintock
morality
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hlstorlcalr18hness. 1 sm forc.d to deny Edueatlon and 

th••~tltélea for lt denl.s that to vhleh 1 am commltt.d. 

But 1 b.l.lv. thst r.ason informs mJ denl"l 

In th. n.v .duestlon g01l th. n.v Am.rlea m.thod vould 

b. lts subJ.et matt.r.' Th. great.at lnt.ll.etual good, 

.v.n soolal purpose, ls l.arnlng to learn. 4 Th.r.for., 1 

aasum. lt ls a common ground to qu.stlon m.thod; all vlll 

agr.e thla ls a r.ssonabl. cours. and not.llIadn.ss. 

An argum.nt for s N.v Am.rlca r.qulr.s hlstorlesl 

seholarshlp. Th. hlstorleal seholarshlp ln Egueatlon a~ld 

~ N.v Am.rlea ls, as th. authors varn us, not mod.~t.5 

In slgnlfloant lnstane.s laok of mod.sty ls an .uph.mlsm for 

laek of m.thod. 

A mlnor lnstano. 18 th. sv••plng hlstorleal Judgm.nt 

that *Am.rleans hav. had no suthentle g.nlus.s ln th. fl.ld 

of r.lt*.Qn••• ~6. Thls r.v.lltlon sprlngs full grovn from 

th. run of th. argum.nt. No soure. ls m.ntlon.d at all. 

Th. n.ar.st osnlidat.s, Mary Bsk.r Eddy and Brlghsm Young, 

v.r. dlsmlss.d by th. authora as r.llglous stat••••h. Hls­

torlesl seholarshlp und.r on. of lts b•• t praotlot~~. 

has eonelud.d thBt Jonathan Edwards vas "th. ohlld of g.nlull" 

vhose rsllgloull sp.eulstlon vas "in th. mann.r of Augulltln., 

Aqulnas, and Psseal.,,7 Good hlstoriesl m.thod ln thls lnstanos 

r.qulr.s thBt Kimbsll and'MeCl.llan Wlth.r .xplaln vhy P.rry 
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Miller is wrong or refrain from making tue statement without 

qual1t1oation. 

A similar immÓÓesty that violatee peyohological 

method is the flat aesertion that all anti-moderniets are 

mad, even it they don't appear to b••8 Th.r. are two 

11••••-'.]' problema h.r.. Firet th. stat•••ot oould 

be th. oonoluston of .mpirioal r.s.aroh. Thay did not 

pr.e.nt this r.e.aroh. Th. e.codd aseum.e that empirical 

••s.arch oonclud.s that th.r. is a ean. anti-mod.rniet. 

Aooording to th. authore that do.en't matt.r, method must 

acqui.so. to th.ir all knowing a priori knowled6e. 

Th.s. two .xempl.s are not in k.yplaoee in the 

argum.nt. But a mor. e.rioul lapl. of hietorioal method 
9 ocoure in tb. diecussion of"Oommltm.nt and Exp.ri.no.... 

Klmball and MoCl.llan aee.rtl ~for!e! cont.mporar: Am.rican, 

~ pOlsibility 2! .xperl.ncing ~ ranga of basic torma 

wlthln ~ loclal ord.r ~ h!! ~ perlonal ll!! ia non­

.x1.et.nt".* Th. Bign1.t1cano. ot this aseertion for the 

~ Am.tica r.quir.e that tb. old Am.rica did p.rmit Buoh 

.xp.ri.no.. To eetabl1Bh Buch a proposl t1.on a maJor hiStorioal 

* The following propoBitlon could b. ar6u.~ 1081ca11y: 
"In any Boo1ety of thr•• or mor. 1.ndividual! the pOBlibllity
of one of th.m .xp.ri.neing in his personal lire th. range
of baBio forms withln the soolal ard.r le nonexlet.nt." Tb. 
proot lB th1.s: th. aoc1.ety of X, Y. and Z includea the tol­
lowing aooial tormel XIZ, XI, XZ. YZ. Ind1.vtdlal X can .x­
perlne. ln hls p.ro.nal 11.r. forma XIZ. XI, and XZ; but he 
can not poeelbt)~experl.ne. torm YZ tor the ie-neee ot YZ 
r.quir.1 th. not-n.le ot x. 
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Judgment ls neoes.sary. How dld they make lU 

Dld lt(Amerlcan soo1ety) over(permU 
luch experlence)7 In a rather olear sense, 1~ 
lt dld. Conslder any tunotlanal lubsystem
ln the agarlan soclety--oommerce. poll~lcs, 
ml1ltary, eto. In eaoh ot these, the ln­
dIvldual who was a tull parUclpant ln the 
1001al order ot hls 100a11ty had a dlrect 
experlence ot the same basl0 tora ot soolal 
organlzatlon wherever tound ln the 1001ety.
Relatlng oneself to another as a buyer-and­
seller was the same form ot relatlon whether 
tound ln the baokwoods ot 1111no18 or ln 
the large-soale meroantl1e marts ot Boston 
and New York. 51ml1arly ln polltlcs the 
eleot10n, del1beratlona, and .atlons ot any 
oounty oourt posselsed the same torm as lts 
oounterparte ln the state oapltal or ln 
Washlngton. Experlence al a member ot the 
looal ml1ltla gave one a olear sense ot the 
basl0 torm ot ml1ltar{18rganlzatlon wherever 
tound ln the soolety. 

At the end ot the paragraph footnote 18 reters the ourloul 

reader to the lour.e ot tbts hlltorlcal eurIdltlon. There 

he learnlY" 

'l'hele are many lJIIuslng talelot the pre-elvl1
War ml11t1a and ltl "Annual Muster", but probably 
none surpasl that ot Llnooln's aervloe ln the 
Ill1nole ml1ltla durlng the Black Hawk War. See 
Ida Tarbell, '!'he Lite ot Abral,m L1nooln, (Nrw
York: The MaomUIañCO:-, 1§2 efiApiar vI. 1 

'l'he flrst polnt 11 that regardlelsot the acouraoy 

of the vaat hlatotloal generallzatlon belng made, the hls­

torloal method used deprlvel them ot wel~t. Ida Tarbell 1& 

not a maJor blographer ot Llnooln and her t'.14 11 early 

20th oentury Amerloan eoonoml0 hlatory.12 Sne ls not a good 

aouroe even tor the propoaltlon about ml1ltla experlenoe. 
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The .econd polnt 1s to ask vhether the generallzatlons 

could Itand up under good hlstorlcal method. Obvlously a 

paper luch as thls can not pasa Judgment on maJor problema of 

economlc, polltlcal, and mllltary hll.ory of 19th cantury 

·'._rlc.,l Bulo 1t can ba augguted that tha h1stor,y of tha 

Bank of the un1 load Statu durlng tha Jaeltlanlan Era would 

ba hard loo axplaln wlthout loma dlffareno•• ln bu,yar-and­

saller ralat1onshlps.that promptad lo.e to want oontrollad 

curranc,y. In tila poli tlcal .~e 1t would ba dlrtleul lo 

loo axplaln tha elvil War vl thout poli tlQal axpar1anoel~t 

1~á.ollla loo f1nd atat•• Rights corraot and .ome loo flnd tham 

wrong. Lastl'y, lt would ba ver,y hard to axplaln the dlf­

flcult,y of regular Arm,y oftlclars to command tha Wa.tarn 

mlll_ia. lt military torm was so unlvaraall,y undar.toodl 

and lt would raquira tha ovarthrowlng of tha current m1l1tar,y 

hlstor,y ot J.F.C. Fullar whlch argue. that underltandlng tha 

baslc tor. ot mllltary organlzatlon prlor loo tha Clvll War 

untlttad tha ottlclar and soldler for loba war and that 

Grant attalnad hls greatnell bacau.e ha dld not undarltand 

13tha old waYI, yat va. abla to laarn tha n.w ones.

The doubt lB mathodologlcal. Hlatory ls rlch, too 

rlch to parmlt faclla genarallzatlona ot lmman.a Icope and m 

mlnute .oure.. The 10g10 of tha hlstorleal method would 

llmlt the lohalar to tha propolltlon that Amarloa ln 1860 
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wae mare agar1an than 1n 1960 and that the Amer1e& of 1960 

18 more metropo11tan than 1n 1860. If th1. 1e a proper eenae 

of the 11m1ta of h1etory, then the propoa1t10n that there 

ex1ste a new Amer1ca, a un1f1ed 8001a1 system that 1& funda­

menta11y d1fferent than an old Amer10a must be doubted be­

cause 1t appears to transoend l1m1ta of h1storJca1 method. 

Th1e 1e the ant1-modern1st pO&1t10n: that there ha. not been 

a fundamental break 1n trad1t10n. 

The ant1-modern1st Quesl1on1ng ha. been arr1ved at 

through the exam1nat1on of method on the modern1et'. grounde. 

It 1. t1me for a ohange 1n argumento Let ue a.sume that th1e 

ant1-modern1st doubt 1e we11 founded, that the modern1et oon­

e1us10n 1s wrong, that there 1s no new Amer1ea and no Qeed 

for a new edueat10n. Let us a1so assume that the teaching 

eommun1ty takes the ant1-modern1et argument ae the rant1ng of 

amad man, ae X1mbal1 and MoC1e11an tw10e adV1.~~4 the new 

edueat10n 1e taught, produo1ng eomm1tment to a myth10a1 sy.tem 

wh11e destroy1ng h1etory and the trad1t10na1 culture by 1eav1ng 

1t out of the eurr1cu1um. C1ear1y, K1mba11 and MoC1e11an have 

advanced a se1f-oonf1rm1ng hypothee1s, that need not be true, 

but s1mp1y be11eved. G1ven oomm1tment to the1r myth, the 

myth of the new Amer1ea, the truth of the propoe1t10n w111 

be created. Th1a 1e e&lent1a11y the eond1t10n of any pro­

poe1t1on of a moral naCurel oh. hypothee1zes a rea11ty that 

requ1re& a eerta1n type of act1on. When al1 act 1n terms 

of that 1nterpretat$On of rea11ty the .mp1r1ca1 proof of 

the 1nterpretat10n w111 be ava11ab1e. 
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Glven thlB, lt oan be oonoluded that the modernlBt 

and the antl-modernlat are not on dlfferent planee of 

dlecouree. One doee not deny reallty whlle the other 

upholde reallty. Both a.eert dlfferent lnterpretatlone of 

reallty. How adequate le the móderniBt lnterpretatlon 

of real1ty7 

Thelr argument lB we 11ve ln a eoolal eyetem, the 

neW Amerlea, whloh le fundamentally oorporate. ~One'e 

pereonal llfe le embeddedw15 ln theee oorporate etruotureB. 

"Only when the brute, lneluctable la-neae of our soclal 

e1etem lB accepted, can we eee what eort of orderlng of 

the elllenSe We etarted wlth could properly be called commlt­

ment". 16 'I'he aoclal .yetllm exlste and encollpaeeee the 

lndlvldual and lneluctably demanda that the oondltione 

of lte oont~nual worklng be Aulfll1ed. "In ehort, part 

of the prlce ot belng an Allerloan le beln6 an organlzatlon 

man."Autonomy le not,aaWhyte would have ua belleve, a vlable 

alternatlve. On the contrary, the very attempt ~o dl.cover 

an alternatlve le a toril of mental and eoclal 111neae, a 

denall of real1 ty.",17 

c"i> But what about the faot that the Amerloan of 1960 le 

much more deeply lnvolved ln the relatlone among natione 

t~n .t wae ln 1860. Thle wae one facet of reallty that 

Klmball and McClellan falllld to take lnto oaretul conelder­

atlon. ¡t le a denlal of reallty to aesert that one oan 
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Just be an Amerlcan. We oelong tlret to buman soclety. 

The prlce of b.lng human 18 belng autonomouB, tor humanlty 

11 not retleoted in any corporat. etrueture. "On1y ln a 

soolet1 whlch places power ln lmpersonal rule. ls there 

a guarantee ot rreedom trom arbltar1 personal Bete ot ln­

justlee."18 The over-rldln8 relllty of world eoclety le 

that there le no eyetem of lmpersonal rule. ln whleh power 

le placed tor the auarantee ot freedom froas arbltary per­

•• onal or lmpereonal acts of lnJuetlce. To deny the anarohle 

nature of world soolety ls to deny re.llty. 

What morallty 1. the best for ~ anarchlc world? 

Ihe tradltlonal, lndlvldual morallty 6. the one baele to & 

system of anarchy. Blnce the world lacke a set of lmpersonal 

rules the lndlvldual.from V1~~, mue~ dlsclpllne hls aotlons 

ln aeoordance wlth unlversal lde.ls. The 8001al reialty re­

qulres thls, lt requlres autonomy. for humanity lB yet sn 

unreallzed ldeal ln an anarohlc world. Human1ty lles ln the 

tradltlons of the world. ln the aocumulated wledome of the 

varloue raeel and culture.. In short, humanlty 118s ln the 

humanltles. Tbe soclal r.allty requlre. educatlon ln that 

U.ld Klmbl1l1 and MoClellan el1ght. Humanl ty neede "The 

wholly lmpersonal dlclp11n•• ," out lt needs mueh more the 

• re must no! f'orge\ that'tne"'Nazl exterllllnatlon of the Jews 
vas an impersonal polley of the Nazl Sti~. a eorporate soelety
that dld work untl1 destroyed by outs1dere. Furt~er. we should 
re.ember tbat tbe Amerloan govern.ant dld not accept the 
arguasent that the slstem to wbich the Naz1's were commltted 
a0801.ed them from indlvidual re.ponelbll1ty for thelr act10na. 
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h1ghly personal ones. W1thout the to~mer human1ty would 

slow in 1ta growth 1n power. Without the latter those 

absorb1ng 1nd1v1duale who d1reot the vast oorporate struotures 

1n our opaque world ~ r1ght and wrong, good and bad, truth 

and falsahoad are so unolear would soon lack the personal 

d1sc1p11ne to 1nform the1r act10ns w1th d1gn1ty, humaneness, 

just1ce, and culture--1n the1r tullest histor1oal senae. 

Thus spake amad man 1n amad world. 
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