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Books and encyclopedias are great informal ggdnciu of education, and their

- offectivensss helps determine the cumulative effect of a nation's educational effort.
My aim is to compare, using the tachniques of the cultural historian, ths educa-

. |_tional potential of the pattern of popularisation characteristic of France, Germany,

| _and the United S8tates. The types of encyclopedias widely msed in the three countries

| differ significantly, as does the facllity with which serious scholars try to make

| their work accessible to the general public. I intend to survey the resources in

_aeach 1 ; to select the encyclopedias and populsrisations that seem most sig~
nificant educationally, and to gather publications, letiers, and interviews that

may be helpful In elucidating the educational character of the works. 1 will make

|_s clowe, oritical study of the form and content of the works selected, infoming

that study with as much explanatory materisl as I ¢an about sach country's intel-
lectual histo its contemporary culture milieu, its traditions of ALQ&&_:!&_

_intentions of ﬁi publishers, and so on. results~-a reasoned estimste of

|_pedagogical character of the pattern of popularisation in the three languages--
should help.initiate sducational research intc the informel agencies of education,
dsepen comparisons between French, German, and Americsn higher education, and -
suggest ways to improve the quality of pop sation the three langusges.

_Results will be dlssemenated through several articles and a final report to be

sent to the Office of Education and cooperating publishers.
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