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POWER AND PEDAGOGY

Introduction: The Citirzen and the Sub ject

Chaos is chaos--nothing more can be said. Order is
created, always the work of living choice., Human order is
created by human choice, mortal choice, imperfect choice,
the mysterious assertion of intention against chaotic
necessity. Before order there was chaos--nothing more can
be said. The human order that first appears, clear in view
in history, was hierarchic, an order of subordination. This
order was created, chosen, willed for reasons, both mystical
and rational. The order was intentional, an effort to
control necessity, to make it work for the good of people,
for the good of life, for a conception of the good life,
however foreign we may now feel it to be.

As human order first appeared, clear in view in his-
tory, it seemed to emerge in many places at many times.
Perhaps it did in fact so emerge; or perhaps its multiple
origin is an illusion created as necessity has later played
havoc with the clues, the faint traces buried in the earth,
the desperate notes cast to the future by peoples ship-
wrecked in time. We take the order, as we can best make it
appear, and speak of it as best we can, for about the
encroachments that the encompassing chaos has made on a once
achieved order, nothing more can be said.

Thus an order emerged in many places at many times, a
hierarchical order, an order of subordination. Wherever it
emerged, it appeared as a variation of a single scheme: gods
on high, bestowing the order, as they alone could; king at
the earthly pinnacle, sole link to the godly givers, a link
itself both god and man; priests and scribes, privileged
servants, the conduits of order from its earthly bestower,
the god-king, to its mundane receptacle, the people; and



finally the people themselves, the timeless fellahin, the
bacteria of history, symbiotically serving sophisticated
forms of life, survival the fruit of their subordination.

An order of subordination thus emerged, in many times
and many places, the first to leave a clear historical record
of itself, one that was conscious, articulate in thought and
action. Yet that did not complete the beginning. After the
hierarchical order, the order of subordination, had emerged,
there often intruded, again at many times and many places,
new peoples from strange lands with foreign mores, tribal
peoples, peoples who did not fit into the hierarchical
scheme, who on first appearance were perceived, by those
accustomed to subordination, as chaos, danger, distruption,
who no matter were not chaos, for about them it proved that
more could be said.

To say what more could be said took time, or so it
appears in the histaorical record as it has come to us pruned
by necessity, for the new peoples were prone to fleeting
speech, not yet to pictures or script that once lopst still
sometimes last. Yet it became clear eventually that
subordination was not their way; rather reciprocal coopera-
tion, a shared participation in the work, in the fruits, and
in the suffering of the common enterprise of the community.
Here was another order, not an order given by the gods,
fixed and eternal, but an order continuously created through
mutual interaction, adapted to the ever changing circum-
stances of peoples on the move, an order loosely structured
by custom, reciprocal respect, competitive emulation, and
the recurring celebration of heroic example, an order
derived from shared memories, an order manifest through
participation.

Wherever this order of participation emerged, it too
appeared as a variation of a single scheme: gods also on
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high, themselves a community of peers, some more capable and
thus more honored than others, but each with a distinct
character, each participating autonomously in life, hoth
Olympian and human; isomporphic with this community of gods,
the human community, itself a community of peers, some
likewise more capable and thus more honored than others, but
each possessing a distinct character, each participating
autonomously in the communal life, endlessly interacting
each with all, each competing for heroic recognition, and in
that competition, each personally helped or thwarted by the
gods as one or all of them measured his merits and felt for
him affection or animosity.

Thus two orders emerged into history at many places and
many times, two forms of order, one of subordination and one
of participation. Peaples ordering themselves according to
subordination and participation often vied for occupation of
the same human space. In time, some people even learned to
use both forms of order more or less at once, but such a use
could never become a thorough synthesis, for when enclosed
within a single space, subordination and participation were
like o0il and water--they can be contained together but never
mixed. Where an order of subordination exists the person is
a subject; where an order of participation exists the person
is & citizen. Citizen and sub ject, two ideal types, emerged
into history each almost in pure form; the significance of
this advent will become clear if we turn far forward, for a
time, to later developments in pure epistemology, to certain
findings in Kant's Critique of Pure Reason.

Order is created, always the work of living choice. It
is an effort within experience acting on experience, and
therefore limited by the possibilities of experience. In
one way, with respect to possible contents, experience is
infinite, limitless. But in another way, with respect to
the form of experience, according to which it is possible to



apprehend the contents, experience is stricly limited.
"Experience is possible,” Kant observed, "only through the
representation of a necessary connection of perceptions.”

If, for a living being, there are no necessary connections
between its ever-flowing perceptions, if each sense at every
instant is gathering stimuli that are utterly discrete,
lacking any link one to the other, no experience is possible;
the encompassing chaos would be merely registered as encom-
passing chaos. For experience to exist, connections must be
drawn between perceptions. To draw such connections, the
sentient being must use first a principle of the permanence
of subgstance: "in all change of appearance substance is
permanent." Change ever continues; the same perception
never occurs twice; to draw a connection between perceptions,
there must be a enduring substance common ta them which
remsins the same despite changing appearances; thus not
susceptible to being the content of experience.

For experience to exist, for fleeting perceptions to
become the coherent content of experience, for order to be
created, a principle of the permanence of substsnce must be
uaed. But this principle, necessary for experience, is not
itself sufficient for experience to exist. The sufficient
condition is either one or the other of two further prin-
ciples, either the principle of production, of succession in
accordance with the law of causality, or the principle of
community, of coexistence in accordance with the law of
reciprocity or mutual interaction. Perceptions of things
possessing permanent substance can be connected in one of
two ways, Kant observed. Either one conceives that the
alterations successively perceived in time "take place in
conformity with the law of the connection of cause and
effect," or one conceives that all substances perceived
coexist end "are in thorough-going reciprocity,”" "in thor-
oughgoing community, that is, in mutuval interaction.”

All experience will involve permanent substances, matters
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that endure in time and space, and those matters will either
be linked in succession according to causal connections or
they will coexist in community through their mutual inter-
action. Experience must be either causal or recripocal,
either a successive subordination of effects to causes, or a
community of coexisting elements all mutually interacting
through reciprocal relations. The sufficient principle,

as a result of which it is possible to experience content--
for our purposes, order in human life--will be either the
principle of cause and effect or of mutural interaction.
Therefore, experience of an order created in history will
neceasarily be an experience of either subordination or
participation, of either hierarchy or reciprocity.

Two orders emerged into history at many times and many
places, two types of order, one of subordination and one of
participation. From Kant we learn that this was no mere
historical accident, but rather the necessary result of the
conditions through which experience is posaible. It is not
merely that two forms of order came into being, with the
poasibility that other forms might have come into being; on
the contrary it is that only two forms of order are possible
and that both came into being. Any order that comes into
being in history will manifest itself through one of
these principles, either as a successive subordination of
effects to causes or as a community of coexisting partici-
pants all mutually interacting through reciprocal relations.

Enough for Kant; further features of our inquiry will
become apparent by reflecting on certain methods advocated
by Marx. The former studied the character of possible
experience and found in it limits that would be necessary
in actual experience. The limits of possible experience do
not however, determine the infinite actuality of real
experience. Kant gives us reason to believe that the two
ideal types we find emerging in history are the only ideal



types that we will find, unless by some creative stroke

we transmute time into something that admits of more

than the three modes that Kant found--duration, succession,
and coexistence. Yet to understand actual experience,
however it may be limited by possible experience, we need to
look with Marx, not at the conditions of thought, but at the
conditions of action, the material conditions of life as
human beings historically create themselves and through
themselves, humanity.
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